IN the paper attention was called to research work, which had shown that Acetylcholine was essential to the proper functioning of the plexus of Auerbach.
Paralytic ileus would appear to be due either to a diminution in the normal quantity of acetylcholine present in the wall of the intestine, or to some external factor rendering the normal quantity insufficient for the transmission of the peristaltic wave. It was maintained that an injection of acetylcholine was more physiological and more likely to be followed by success in a severe case of paralytic ileus than the injection of pituitrin or eserin.
Several cases were quoted, in which all ordinary methods of dealing with paralytic ileus had been unavailing, and in which acetylcholine had effected a rapid and complete cure.
Its use was also advised in spasmodic stenosis, and in chronic constipation.
